DESCRIPTION OK TWO NEW BIK’DS FRO:\I SOAFALI LAND. 



By 1 Iai:i!Y C. OiiKitiioLSKii. 

Assifihuit OrnifJtoIofiisty Depart nuiit of A(jri(‘ali are. 



The two birds descril)ed below were ineliuled with ii collection of 
African birds some time since presented to th(‘ rnit(‘d States National 
iMuseimi by Dr. A. Donaldson Smith. Their apparent distinctness 
from hitherto recoo'iiized forms was recently detected, and they ai’c 
accordino'ly herewith brought ])roperly to the notice of ornitli()lo^i>ts. 

MEROPS SUPERCILIOSUS DONALDSONI,« new subspecies. 

CJut)\^. -Hesembling' JferopH HnjnrcH i<fsu^ .s^/y>r/*cv7/o.v//.s', ])ut 

upper pai’ts paler, the contrast between the color of the head and that 
of the back less ])ronoimced; l)rown of head moi'C LToldcm; u*i*een of 
remaininj^ ii])per suface more yellowish; lower ])arts liohter. nioi’c 
yellowish uTcen, usually with h\ss wash of ))hiish. 

Drscrljftioh. — T}"pe, adult male. No. lTTt>0S, D.S.X.M.; Ihir Madu, 
Ganana River, Somali Land, February Lb iStta; Dr. A. Donaldson 
Smith. Pileuiii o*olden olive ])rown with a wash of oTomiish, shad- 
ing* imperceptibly into the yellowish o-iven of the remainder of the 
upper surface— all with a pronounced satiny luster; tail like the back, 
thouo-li rather duller, the feathers, excepting the middle ])air, mar- 
o’ined on their outer webs with dusky; wings of the saim* uniform 
yellowish green, save for dark brown tips to neai'ly all the (piills, 
fiiscolis edgings on the distal portions of the innei* vanes, a bluish 
wash on the innermost secondaries (tertials), and a bi'oad iivcii ot ochi’a- 
ceous on the basal ])art of tin' interioi' webs of both ])rimaries and 
secondaries; narrow frontal liiu' greenish wliit(‘; superciliary strip(' 
pale green, somewhat mixed with whitish and bluish; Ioit's, sub- 
ocular region, and ])road ])ostocuIai* stri])e brownish l)lack, sliglitly 
washed with green; chin whit(', sullused with olive luitl; broad malar 
stripe white, washed anteriorly with oliv(' bull*, postc'i'iorly with hluish: 

«Nained for the collector and donor, Dr. A. Donaldst^m Sniitli, of IMiiladelphia, l*a. 
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uppei’ thi-cmt I'oddisli luizel; rest of lower .surface light yellowish 
green, with a satiny luster, darker and shaded with olive aei’css the 
jnguliuii, slightly bluish on center of al)domen, least yellowish on 
crissuin; liniiig of wing’ ochi*aceous; ‘Viris ]*ed/’ 

The tyi)e and another specimen from the same locality measure in 
millimeters as follows: 
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Compared with numeions specimens of 2Ierop,^ ,^upercil losus from 
Madagascar this new form is very different, but the pi'obalit}" is strong 
that these extremes are connected b}" intermediates on the continent, 
and a trinomial is therefore employ ed for donahlsoni. Its chief dis- 
tinction lies in its pale coloration, a feature that seems to l)e charac- 
teristic of many Somali Land forms. The original description of 
jSl( V<>pi< was based on the bird fi'om Madagascar, and the 

2[< r<>]>H vailhnitJ of Bonaparte'" came from the same region. The only 
remaining synonym, 2f(rop,s rujicajdllu.^ Vieillot,^ was founded on 
Levaillant and was supposedly from Africa; but, judging from the 
description, it is undoubtedly the same as time 2lerojK^ ,suj)ercfI!{hsHs 
from ]\Iadagascar. The Somali Land race seems, theivfore, up to the 
present, to have been unprovided with a name. 

POLIHIERAX SEMITORQUATUS HOMOPTERUS, new subspecies. 

Chars, stihsp. — Similar to ]\)I!h!er<(,r semitorqiiatus semltorqiiatus^nxi 
upper surface paler, the lower parts more purely white. 

D<scription.—Ty\)Q^ adult male. No. 177898, U.S.N.M. ; Goulf 
(Laga), western Somali I^and, Africa, November 29, 1891; Dr. A. 
Donaldson Smith. Above slate gray, the extreme forehead, a narrow 
cervical collar, and the upper tail-covei’ts white; tail brownish black, 
with broad liroken bars of white, which are reduced to spots on the 
middle rectrices; wings sepia brown, all the coverts plain slate gray, 
the (piills with incomplete white bars (which are more or less fused on 
the secondaries) on their inner webs, and corresponding spots on their 
outer vanes, the secondaries with white tips; sides of neck slate gray 
like the upper surface; sides of head and entire ventral surface, includ- 
ingthe lining of the wings, white. ‘‘Iris brown; bill gray; legs light 
red; bare eyelid vermilion.” Length of wing, 117; tail, 71; exposed 
culiuen without cere, 10; tarsus, 29; middle toe, 19 mm. 

«Liimreus, Syst. Nat., 12th e<l, I, 1766, p. 183. 

^^Consp. Avium, I, 1850, p. 161. 

cNouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., XTV, 1817, p. 23. 
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The iidiilt fenmle of this new form hejirs out th(' (‘hjirucliM-s (whihited 
the mule. As will be noticed by reference to tin* meMsmi'inents, 
there is iipparently no ditferenee in size l)et\v(‘en true P, s,>mifnniual ut< 
and 1\ sew/torquatfis homopterus. The la(t(*r is (‘vidently a jiah* d(*s(*rt 
race, proi)ably confined chiefly if not wholly to Somali Land. The 
type of J\t! iJii( sfmitorqtiat came from near old Latakoo, South 

Africa, and l>irds from the re^don of Blount Kilimanjaro seem to In* the 
same. While no specimens have been examined from nearer tin* type 
locality of Ilenodiifs JIyj>otrioi*ehis which is (Jondokoi'o, 

on the White Nile, between 4:^ and 0'^ north latitude, it is reasonably 
certain that this name belono-s as a s^uionyni under ml- 

torq uatw< sem itorq mtus. 



Fhico tii)iiitorqnaia (t*rr. typ. ) Smith, Kcp. KxikmI. I^xplnr. (.'out. Afr., p. 

I860, p. 407. 



